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the Italians, as in 1859, under an obligation to him by
handing over Venetia to Victor Emmanuel, and, however
matters might turn out, he secured a claim to take part in
the peace-making transactions. To this latter privilege he
acquired a further right by declaring that,. should Austria
win the fray, he would not oppose a territorial enlargement
of the Empire, as long as such aggrandisement should not
alter the balance of power in Europe, and as Austria should
refrain from unifying Germany under her own hegemony.

The proposals made by Napoleon to Bismarck resulted
as we have already mentioned, from the former's ignorance
of German affairs and erroneous judgment of the man to
whom he addressed himself. The 1870 Circular Despatch
observes: " I scarcely need point out that the French
Government's belief in the possibility of such a transaction
with a German Minister, whose position is conditional upon
his self-identification with German national feeling, can only
be explained by the fact that French statesmen are abso-
lutely unacquainted with the fundamental conditions of the
very existence of other peoples. Had the diplomatic agents
of the Paris Cabinet been ordinarily capable of taking stock
of German conditions, the French Government would
never have yielded itself up to the illusion that Prussia could
ever consent to settle Germany's affairs with the aid of France.
... I never for a moment doubted the impossibility of falling
in with any of the proposals made to me; but I deemed it
opportune, in the interests of peace " (before 1866, and
during that year, in order to hinder France from contracting
an alliance with Prussia's enemies) " to let the French states-
men revel in their extraordinary illusions as long as might
be without promising them the least thing, even verbally."

According to a private letter from Benedetti to Drouyn
de THuys, dated January 4, 1866, this was by no means